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COMMENTS  FROM  YOUR  EDITOR. 


The  fall  show  will  be  held  at  the  Charleston  Civic  Center  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia  on 
November,  2013.  Lodging  is  available  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Express  @  100  Civic  Center 
Drive.  Phone  1 -800-Holiday  for  room  reservations  which  must  be  made  on  or  before 
October  24,  2013.  Club  members  special  rate  is  $99  plus  tax. 

Also  note  the  special  offer  for  club  members:  It  you  have  up  to  100  scrip  R7  or  higher  to 
sell  or  trade,  a  free  half  table  is  available.  Please  contact  Billy  Campbell  and  Mike 
Williams  at  bwcokrd  knologv.net  for  Billy  and  1 23mwilliams@gmail.net  for  Mike. 

We  recently  lost  one  of  our  well  known  and  respected  members  Crawford  Blakeman.  I 
met  Crawford  at  the  shows  and  had  tremendous  respect  for  him.  Please  read  Steve 
Cawood’s  write  up  about  Crawford  in  this  issue. 

I  need  articles  for  ST.  Many  of  you  have  interesting  stories  to  tell.  These  can  be  about 
pieces  in  your  collection,  work  experiences,  growing  up  in  a  coal  community  and  etc. 

I  have  copied  an  article  from  the  Herald-Leader  and  inserted  it  in  this  issue  for  your 
reading  enjoyment.  Steve  Cawood  is  featured  in  the  article. 

My  1 0  year  old  grandson  Ryan  saw  my  scrip  collection  and  asked  many  questions  about 
it.  As  I  explained  it  to  him,  his  interest  grew.  I  told  him  both  of  his  great  grandfathers 
were  coal  miners  and  used  scrip.  In  a  later  phone  conversation  with  Doug  Tolley,  I 
commented  that  my  grandson  was  interested  in  scrip  and  I  was  going  to  give  him  some 
starter  pieces.  Doug  offered  to  send  Ryan  some  scrip  to  help  him  get  started  on 
collecting.  Three  days  later  Ryan  received  an  assortment  of  scrip  from  Doug.  I  gave  Ryan 
a  note  book  and  plastic  page  pockets  and  he  was  on  his  way  to  being  a  collector.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  NSCA.  Ryan  also  collects  elongated  pennies  and  airline  staff  wings.  He 
attends  ST.  Agnes  School  in  Westchester,  Pennsylvania,  plays  flag  football  and  is  a 
member  of  Suburban  Swim  Team  in  Malvern  Pennsylvania. 
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First  new  cars  loaded  at  No  2  tipple.  Leaving  Tipple  10-21-20  Benham,  KY  Photo  from  the  Benham 
and  Lynch  Collection,  Southeast  Community  and  Technical  College  Appalachian  Archive 

By  Bill  Estep  —  bestep@herald-leader.com 

PINEVILLE  —  There  are  hundreds  of  history  lessons  and  stories  in  Steve  Cawood's  collection  of  scrip, 
the  coins  issued  by  coal  companies  in  Appalachia  in  the  early  1900s  for  use  in  their  commissaries. 

There's  the  25-cent  piece  from  a  coal  company  that  President  John  F.  Kennedy's  grandfather  owned  in 
Bell  County,  and  another  piece  Cawood  received  from  the  son  of  the  man  who  was  superintendent  of  a 
mine  at  Kettle  Island  that  blew  up,  killing  more  than  a  dozen  miners. 


There  are  the  two  coins  issued  in  1920  by  the  Lena  Rue  Coal  Company  in  Harlan  County,  owned  by 
Cawood's  grandfather,  a  friend  of  Teddy  Roosevelt's  who  was  elected  sheriff  under  the  banner  of  the 
former  Republican  president's  Bull  Moose  Party, 

Cawood,  a  Pineville  attorney  and  former  Democratic  state  representative,  joked  that  that  election  a 
century  ago  is  the  closest  anyone  in  his  family  ever  came  to  voting  for  a  Republican. 

Coal  companies  issued  scrip  —  coins  typically  made  from  brass,  aluminum,  nickel  or  copper  —  as  a  type 
of  credit.  Miners  could  draw  scrip  as  an  advance  on  their  wages,  and  they  and  their  wives  could  spend 
the  coins  at  the  company  store  for  food  and  supplies  between  paychecks. 

"The  history  of  it  is  what  I  love,"  Cawood  said.  "That's  what  intrigues  me." 

Cawood's  scrip  collection,  which  he  stores  in  a  bank  vault,  includes  thousands  of  coins.  He  focuses  on 
scrip  from  Southeast  Kentucky. 

The  first  coal-company  scrip  issued  in  Eastern  Kentucky  that  collectors  have  documented  was  from  the 
Pine  Hill  Coal  Co.,  in  Rockcastle  County,  in  the  1870s,  Cawood  said. 

The  coins  generally  mirrored  the  denominations  of  real  money,  such  as  dimes,  quarters  and  dollar  pieces. 

The  Mary  Helen  Coal  Co.  in  Harlan  County  had  the  widest  range  of  scrip,  issuing  coins  worth  a  penny  up 
to  $20,  Cawood  said. 

Thousands  of  coal  companies  in  Eastern  Kentucky  and  neighboring  regions  issued  the  tokens  in  the  early 
decades  of  the  1900s  as  new  rail  lines  opened  the  area  to  a  boom  in  production. 

Cawood,  69,  had  an  uncle  who  sold  mine  supplies,  and  he  sometimes  went  with  him.  Scrip  was  still  in 
use  in  coal  camps  at  the  time,  and  people  would  sometimes  give  him  pieces,  sparking  a  lifelong 
fascination. 

The  most  common  misconception  about  scrip  is  that  companies  issued  it  as  pay;  in  reality,  Cawood  said, 
Kentucky  and  other  states  outlawed  payment  in  scrip  after  some  rare  abuses  in  the  late  1800s.  Scrip  was 
actually  an  advance  on  wages,  he  said. 

The  system  of  company  commissaries  and  scrip  was  born  partly  out  of  necessity.  The  mines  in  Eastern 
Kentucky,  southern  West  Virginia  and  southwest  Virginia  were  often  far  from  towns,  so  workers  had 
limited  access  to  stores  and  banks. 

Companies  built  houses  at  the  mines  to  rent  to  workers  and  established  company-owned  commissaries  to 
supply  food  and  other  needs.  Using  scrip  for  advances  was  one  way  to  keep  down  the  amount  of  cash  on 
hand,  but  there  also  was  an  element  of  controlling  miners  and  making  a  profit. 

A  company's  commissary  could  help  it  make  money  even  in  lean  times,  by  recapturing  a  good  bit  of 
miners'  wages  with  a  requirement  that  the  tokens  had  to  be  redeemed  there.  In  1931,  for  instance,  a  New 
York  Times  story  said  many  Harlan  County  mines  "were  turning  their  only  profit  at  the  commissary," 
according  to  the  2006  book  Coalfield  Jews:  An  Appalachian  History  by  Deborah  Weiner. 

A  federal  commission  found  in  the  mid-1920s  that  prices  at  coal-company  commissaries  were  uniformly 
higher  than  at  independent  stores,  Appalachian  scholar  Ronald  D.  Eller  wrote  in  his  1982  book  Miners, 
Millhands  and  Mountaineers:  Industrialization  of  the  Appalachian  South,  1880-1930. 

With  low  wages  and  little  work  at  times,  requirements  that  miners  buy  their  own  job  supplies  from  the 
company,  and  abuse  of  the  credit,  miners  could  end  up  with  little  or  no  cash  coming  to  them  the  next 

payday. 


But  there  were  reportedly  also  times  when  companies  extended  scrip  even  when  miners  had  no  wages 
coming  so  they  could  get  food,  said  Doug  Tolley  of  Beckley,  W.Va.,  who  also  has  an  extensive  scrip 
collection.  In  Tolley's  view,  the  scrip  system  "was  not  nearly  as  onerous  as  credit  cards  are  now." 

In  some  places,  scrip  issued  by  a  coal  company  was  used  elsewhere  in  the  community,  where  other 
businesses  often  accepted  at  a  discounted  rate  —  75  cents  on  the  dollar,  for  instance  —  then  redeemed  it 
with  the  coal  company  at  a  higher  rate,  Weiner  said  in  Coalfield  Jews. 

The  use  of  coal-company  scrip  at  other  stores  was  not  as  widespread  in  Bell  and  Harlan  counties  as  that 
book  described  in  West  Virginia,  Cawood  said;  bootleggers,  and  doctors  who  didn't  work  for  coal 
companies,  were  the  two  groups  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Kentucky  who  most  often  redeemed  coal- 
company  scrip  aside  from  the  companies  themselves. 

Coal  companies  in  more  than  30  states  issued  scrip,  but  they  were  not  the  only  ones  issuing  it.  Cawood 
has  one  1890s  token  good  for  a  one-day  stay  at  a  Middlesboro  hospital,  as  well  as  some  scrip  that  was 
redeemable  at  a  house  of  ill  repute.  Lumber  companies,  cotton  mills  and  merchants  also  issued  scrip. 

A  handful  of  coal  companies  used  scrip  in  Kentucky  into  the  1960s,  but  most  use  of  the  company  coinage 
died  out  in  the  1950s,  Cawood  said.  Most  companies  moved  away  from  owning  towns  and  running 
commissaries  with  the  rise  of  smaller  mines  that  were  not  tied  to  a  coal  camp  and  didn't  supply  a  single 
affiliated  company.  Also,  road  improvements  in  the  1940s  and  50s  made  miners  more  mobile,  and 
shopping  options  increased  with  the  growth  in  independent  stores  and  mail-order  retail. 

At  one  time  after  the  scrip  system  died,  there  was  little  value  attached  to  the  company  coins.  That 
changed  after  collectors  published  a  directory  in  the  1 970s  that  listed  thousands  of  pieces  of  scrip  and 
rated  their  rarity,  Tolley  said. 

Cawood,  a  respected  collector  who  has  been  instrumental  in  updating  the  scrip  guide,  has  built  what  is 
likely  the  best  collection  of  scrip  from  Southeast  Kentucky  in  existence,  said  Bill  Campbell,  an  Alabama 
collector  who  is  president  of  the  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association. 

Cawood  has  gotten  scrip  from  old  miners,  clients  and  other  sources  through  the  years. 

He  and  other  scrip  collectors  use  coal-company  directories,  century-old  state  mining  records,  railroad 
shipping  manifests,  a  directory  of  1920s  and  '30s  commissaries,  union  records  and  other  sources  to  dig 
out  the  history  of  their  pieces. 

A  number  of  coins  in  Cawood's  collection  are  the  only  known  examples  from  long-gone  companies.  The 
rarity  of  scrip  changes,  however,  as  people  find  boxes  of  the  old  tokens  tucked  away  in  attics,  for 
instance. 


"New  scrip  turns  up  all  the  time,"  Cawood  said. 
Bill  Estep:  (606)  678-4655.  Twitter:  @billestep1 


NEW  MEMBER  &  RENEWAL  OPTIONS: 


DUE  TO  BOOK  INVENTORIES  THE  'FREE  BOOK  OFFER  WITH 
MEMBERSHIP'  HAS  CHANGED,  AS  OF  AUGUST  2013! 

CURRENT  MEMBERSHIP  OPTIONS!! 

1 .  One  Year  Membership  -  $20 

2.  Five  Year  Membership  -  $85  or  NEW  MEMBERS  can  choose  #4  below! 

3.  Life  Membership  -  $400  or  NEW  MEMBERS  can  choose  #  4  below! 

4.  NEW  MEMBERS  ONLY  can  join  with  the  “5  Year  Membership  or  Life  membership”,  above,  ADD  $5  S/H 
&  get  choice  of  the  following  two  books* ! 

*Volume  1  “OR”  Volume  2  of  the  'CURRENT',  3rd  edition,  of  Edkin's  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal 
Company  Store  Scrip.  Both  are  hardback  with  detailed  listings  of  all  known  Coal  Scrip  at  the  time  of  publication, 
including  rarity  values  &  index.  Volume  2  is  'WEST  VIRGINIA  only'  —  Volume  1  is  'ALL  THE  OTHER  STATES  ! 
These  catalogues  are  the  superior  reference,  for  coal  scrip,  in  any  library  of  token  books!  Where  would  we  be 
without  these  catalogues?  The  new  4th  ed.  of  Edkin's  Coal  Catalogue  is  scheduled  for  Fall,  2013. 

THIS  “NEW  MEMBER  OFFER”  IS  GOOD  AS  LONG  AS  WE  HAVE  THESE  CATALOGUES!!! 

The  following  Token  &  Reference  books  are  PUBLISHED  by  &  available  through  NSCA  and  are  available  to 

anyone  at  the  prices  listed  below!!  The  Edkin's  3rd  edition's  &  the  Dodrill  reference  are  in  short  supply! 

1.  Edkin's  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coal  Company  Store  Scrip,  3rd  edition  Vol.  I  “all  states  except  WV”  $20 

2.  Edkin's  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coal  Company  Store  Scrip,  3rd  edition  Volume  II  “WV  only”  $20 

3.  Catalogue  of  Lumber  Company  Store  Tokens,  2nd  edition  by  Terry  Trantow  $35 

4.  Explosive  Control  Tokens,  1st  edition  by  David  Schenkman  $25 

5.  20,000  Coal  Company  Stores,  by  Gordon  Dodrill  $35 

Include  $5  S/H  for  the  first  book  &  $2  for  each  additional  book  when  purchased  at  the  same  time. 

Below  is  a  New  Membership  Form  for  new  members  or  Contact  Information  for  current  members 
if  you  would  like  your  phone  number  or  email  address  on  file  with  the  official  roster  below: 

NAME_ _ _ _ EMAIL _ _ _ 

MAILING  ADDRESS _ _ _ _ 

CITY _ ST _ ZIPCODE _ PHONE _ 

WHAT  DO  YOU  COLLECT? _ _ _ 

Please  send  your  Renewal  or  New  Member  dues  &  any  book  purchase  requests  to  the  address  below!!! 
NSCA  Inc.  P.O.  Bx.  10113  KNOXVILLE,  TN.  37939 

EMAIL  any  questions  to:  NSCAINC@GMAIL.COM  PHONE  any  questions  to:  865-385-3405  (Sprint  cell) 
PLEASE  VISIT  NSCA'S  website:  www.nationalscripcollectors.QrG 


North  To  Alaska 
By  Steve  Cawood 


I  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  spend  time  (on  the  phone)  with  one  of  our  club’s  most  remote 
members,  a  life  member,  and  charter  member  at  that,  Allen  T.  “Tuck”  Malloy  No.  9  of 
Anchorage,  Alaska. 

Tuck  grew  up  in  Dunbar,  West  Virginia,  near  Charleston,  and  began  a  career  in  public  education 
as  a  teacher  m  Melbourne,  Florida.  For  climatological ly  reasons  I  cannot  Fathom,  he  and  his  wife 
Becky  then  migrated  to  Alaska  in  1968,  which  they  still  call  home. 

The  Mallory  s  are  collectors  of  many  things  as  diverse  as  bear  traps  and  whale  harpoons,  and 
numismatic  ally,  saloon  tokens  and  Alaska  “good  fors”,  but  back  in  the  early  1970s  when  folks  in 
the  lower  48  began  discussing  the  formation  of  a  scrip  collectors  group.  Walter  Caldwell 
recruited  Tuck  as  a  charter  member  of  The  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association.  Mr.  Mallory 
became  a  life  member  as  soon  as  the  club  sought  the  support  of  its  founders.  When  I  informed 
Tuck  that  we  had  him  down  as  No.  9,  he  thought  he  actually  held  a  lower  number,  so  who  knows 
ut  we  sure  appreciate  loyal  support  like  his!  Sadly,  Tuck  has  never  been  able  to  attend  a  NSC  A  * 
meeting,  though  he’s  an  avid  re^r  of  Scrip  Talk. 

Tuck’s  scrip  collection  has  been  focused  on  the  coal  town  of  Mallory  (WV  1759),  and  Logan 
County,  West  Virginia.  He  also  owns  the  Oreo  Model  A8  “single  barrel”  scrip  register  which  he’s 
shown  with  m  the  accompanying  photograph,  which  Walter  sold  him  years  ago.  Mr.  Mallory 
disclosed  to  me  when  talking  with  Mr.  Caldwell  some  years  ago  about  the  purchase  of  some 
saloon  tokens,  Walter  disclosed  to  him  that  he  was  about  to  sell  his  collection  of  coal  scrip,  and 
uc  attempted  to  buy  it,  intact,  but  Mr.  Caldwell  elected  to  sell,  or  auction  it  off  piecemeal.  Mr. 
Mallory  was  also  one  of  those  lucky  guys  to  have  purchased  some  (if  not  all  )  of  those  extremely 
rare  gold,  platinum  and  silver  NSCA  tokens  which  Bill  Stump  had  minted  for  sale  by  the  NSCA. 
To  the  best  of  Mallory  ’s  knowledge,  and  he’s  put  in  quite  a  lot  of  research  on  the  point,  none  of 
the  coal  mining  operations  in  Alaska  over  the  years  ever  issued  scrip,  and  in  his  quest  for  “good 
tors”  he  has  never  encountered  the  tokens  from  the  two(2)  lumber  companies  which  did.  Anv 
NSCA  member  who  might  be  able  to  share  tokens  with  Tuck  to  help  him  with  pieces  from 
Mallory,  or  Logan  County,  or  Alaskan  “good  fors”  may  reach  him  at:  tbmallorv@gmail  com 
Thanks  to  you  Tuck  for  your  contribution  to  the  NSCA  for  these  41  years,  and  we  hope  that  you 
will  be  bearing  our  flag  in  Alaska  for  many  years  to  come  !  And,  oh,  one  other  thing;  why  don’t 
you  try  to  surprise  us  at  one  of  our  NSCA  meetings  in  the  future! 


I.S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 

mailinq  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  followina  issue.  No  ad  will 
rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to 
SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff, 
N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail 
Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

WANTED:  NSCA  METAL  SHOW  TOKENS,  will  pay  up  to  $50.00  each  for  of  those  I  need.  I  will  negotiate 
price  on  the  "Special  4".  Bill  Campbell  bwcok@knology.net 

LET  ME  KNOW  WHICH  LIST  YOU  WANT  -  I  need  KY  tokens;  have:  military,  prison,  transportation,  coal, 
lumber,  foreign,  KY,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Mid-West  tokens  to  sell  or  trade.  Gene  Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct., 
Louisville,  KY  40220 

WANTED:  WV  COAL  SCRIP  FROM  ARMCO,  NELLIS,  WV,  Scrip  from  Dartmont,  WV;  Rumble,  WV;  Seth, 
WV;  Cameo,  WV;  and  all  Boone  County,  WV.  FOR  SALE:  Complete  sets,  several  to  pick  from;  also  a  25$  piece 
from  Marsh  Fork  Coal  -  one  of  a  kind  -  taking  offers.  Aaron  L.  Pettry,  2355  Lower  White  Oak  Rd,  Ashford, 
WV  25009  alDinD@vahoo.com  304-932-3000  ♦ 

WANTED  -  FORDSON  COAL  SCRIP  -  All  Nuttallburg  Stores  2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  Nuttallburg  Commissaries 
2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  H  5b,  H  50  -  Twin  Branch  Stores  2855  (McDowell)  WV  -  B  10a  -  Pond  Creek  Stores  1857 
Pike)  KY  -  A  25,  A  100  -  Banner  Fork  Commissaries  151  (Harlan)  KY  -  B  1  c,  B  5  b,  B50,  El*  Darrell  Rainbolt, 
1455  Short  St,  Corydon,  IN  47112  drainbolt@frontier.com  Dh.:  (812)  738-2579  + 

EXPLODER  TOKENS  WANTED!  I  will  pay  absolute  top  dollar  for  any  rare  explosive  control  token  (powder, 
dynamite,  blasting  cap,  monobel,  etc.)  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have.  David  E.  Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366, 
Bryantown,  MD  20617  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com  + 

FOR  SALE:  KINS  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  5th  ANNIVERSARY  LIMITED  EDITION  //  Congratulations  1999 
Douglas  Press  Inc.  WM,  Rd,  39  mm  Metal.  $3.00  +  SASE  or  2  for  $5.00  +  SASE.  Steven  Kawalec,  P.O.  Box 
4281,  Clifton.  NJ  07012  owlprowler@aol.com  (937)  868-9258  + 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scatter  tags,  carbide 
lamp  parts  and  other  small  mining  artifacts  that  I  may  need  in  my  collection.  I  will  pay  more  than  anyone  for 
items  needed  for  my  collection.  Contact  Larry  Click,  1021  N.  Jefferson  St.,  Arlington,  VA  22205-2454, 
703-241-3748  or  email  LarryClick@msn.com  + 

NEW  YORK  STATE  MERCHANT  TOKENS  WANTED  1790's  to  1950's.  What  do  you  have  for  sale?.  Norman 
Peters,  P.O.  Box  29,  Lancaster,  NY  14086  + 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  2  stamps  for  free  sample  of 
Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check  out  the  Florida  Token 
Society  web  site:  http://www.f loridatokensociety.com  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717 
Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive.  Milton.  FL  32583-7343  Steve@Ratliff.com  check  out  my  EBay  sales,  many  pieces 
of  coal  scrip.  All  starting  at  99  cents.  Search  florida-token-collector,  be  sure  to  click  box  for  "Include  title 
and  description."  I  buy  outright  and  also  auction  consignment  estates,  let  me  know  what  you  have. 

WANTED:  I  NEED  MANY  LOWER  RARITY  TN  COAL  SCRIP  FROM  R-l  THRU  R-7  &  will  pay  over  book 
prices  for  what  I  need.  Refer  back  to  my  previous  ad  in  Scrip  Talk  for  a  list.  Also  want  TN  merchant  tokens. 
National  A  obsolete  banknotes,  bottles,  medals,  pins  and  other  collectibles.  Joe  C.  Copeland,  P.O.B.  4221, 
Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831  865-482-4215  joecopeland@comcast.net  + 

A  REMINDER,  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS 

IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 

New  Finds 


EVARTS,  KENTUCKY,  HARLAN,  975 
Superior  Harlan  Coal  Co./  5 

E5b  Np  20mm  Rd  Co  Insurance  Credit  System 


FYI 


From  Steve  Cawood  —  Real  distinction  between  the  two  Clover  Fork  dollars  cataloged 

as  Ky.  1535C100a  and  b  (Kitts,  Ky.)  on  pi 39 - The  4mm  and  2mm  “hole’  shown  in 

our  Edkins  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  size  of  the  cutout  as  I  have  been  told  for  40  years, 
but  rather  the  size/height  of  the  zeros  following  the  1  (dollar  sign)  on  the  reverse.  There 
are  definitely  two  different  O-  2  dollars,  and  the  face/obverse  of  the  two  are  exactly  the 
same,  but  the  reverses  are  two  different  dies.  Using  the  current  stated  size  as  the 
distinction,  the  Ky  1535C100a  with  the  4mm  hole  is  actually  two  4mm  size  zeros 
following  the  1 /dollar  sign;  this  piece  also  reads  “  Payable  in  Merchandise  only  around 
the  top  outer  rim,  the  O  in  ‘"Oreo’'  is  5  mm  high,  etc.  On  the  other  hand,  the  other  Ky 
1535C100b  has  the  distinctly  smaller  zeros  following  the  1/dollar  figure  on  the  reverse, 
the  outer  rim  reads  “Payable  in  Merchandise”  the  O  in  “Oreo  is  4mm  high,  etc.  I  have  no 
idea  what  to  say  about  the  ratings  for  these  two  now,  and  would  suggest  that  we  just 
reinstate  the  R-5  which  is  in  the  3rd  Edition 

Contact  Form 


Robert  Williams 
111  Sandrock Trail 
Pisgah  Forest,  NC  28768 
828-877-5009 
Collect  scatter  tags 


New  Scrip  Talk  Ad  Rates 

The  club  officers  have  set  the  following  ad  rates  for  Scrip  Talk  to  be  effective  for  the 
December,  2013  issue.  Please  contact  Mike  Williams  for  placing  ads.  Mike  can  be 
reached  at  NSCA,  POB  10113,  Knoxville,  Tn.  37939,  or  1 23mwilliams@umail.com. 

Free  personal  ads  placed  thru  Steve  Ratliff  will  be  no  change. 

Business  Card - $4 

One  quarter  page — $8 

One  half  page - $14 

Full  page - $24 


ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 

WEST  VIRGINIA 
TOKENS 

CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
POCKET  WATCHES 
WAR  RELICS 
U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 


♦J'Doug  Bumgardner  -  A.N.A.  #50786 


Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Brawiey  Walkway 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 
Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 

E-Mail:  info@kanawhacoin.com 


Paid  Advertisement 

1 


PLEASE  SEE  THE  ADDRESS  LABEL  FOR  YOUR  EXPIRATION  DATE! 


We  are  sending  this  Scrip  Talk  issue  to  all  expired  members  from  as  far  back  as  September  2011.  It  is  our  hope  that 
every  expired  member  will  rejoin.  It  has  been  my  experience  that  every  time  I  have  contacted  an  expired  member 
through  email  or  phone  number,  they  have  rejoined  saying  that  they  had  just  overlooked  the  renewal  date. 

Dues  payments  —  Please  mail  to  PO  Bx  10113  Knoxville,  TN.  37939,  or  email  NSCAINCi^gmail.com 

Also  remember  to  visit  the  Club's  website  at  NationalScripCollectors.org 


ENCOURAGE  EXPIRED  MEMBERS  TO  REJOIN! 

Below  are  the  expired  members,  since  2011.  Last  name  initial  used  for  privacy. 


RandyG 
Thomas  J 
George  L 
Bill  N 
Charles  R 
Stuart  C 
Carl  D 
Roger  H 
Randy  S 
Doug  W 
Bennie  B 
Lori  B 


Berkeley  Springs 

Sep-11 

* 

Robert  B 

Sonora 

Hurricane 

Oct-11 

* 

Don  J 

Mt  Vernon 

Emlyn 

Oct-11 

* 

Zack  R 

Indianapolis 

Corona 

Nov-11 

* 

Ronald  S 

Talbott 

Kingston 

Nov-11 

* 

Kevin  S 

Crellin 

Williamsburg 

Jan-12 

* 

Jim  S 

Blairsville 

Malta 

Jan-12 

* 

Bob  M 

Pikeville 

Pikeville 

Jan-12 

* 

Jim  P 

Olive  Hill 

Olive  Hill 

Jan-12 

* 

LouP 

Louisville 

Whitesburg 

Jan-12 

* 

Keith  Q 

Deane 

Visalia 

Apr-12 

* 

Mike  D 

Pekin 

New  Vienna 

Apr-12 

* 

Wayne  M 

Wise 

Apr-12 

* 

Mark  B 

Stephens  City 

Jan-13 

Jun-12 

* 

Daniel  C 

Duff 

Jan-13 

Jun-12 

* 

Murrell  D 

Middlesboro 

Jan-13 

Jun-12 

* 

Peter  K 

Pasco 

Jan-13 

Jul-12 

It 

Gene  M 

Louisville 

Jan-13 

Jut-12 

* 

Steve  M 

Nebo 

Jan-13 

Aug-12 

* 

Lowell  S 

Ranson 

Jan-13 

Aug-12 

* 

Al  B 

Glenville 

Apr-13 

Sep-12 

* 

CarIH 

Reno 

Apr-13 

Oct-12 

* 

Justin  N 

Grundy 

Jun-13 

Dec-12 

* 

Richard  W 

Vincent 

Jun-13 

Dec-12 

* 

Raul  L 

Grayslake 

Jut-13 

Everyone  should  give  Fennie  &  Patsy  Thacker  much  thanks  for  heading  up  selling  157  books  since  November 
2012.  The  Club's  Treasury  has  certainly  benefited,  but  just  as  important  is  getting  our  catalogs  to  potential  new 
collectors.  Remember  these  catalogs,  belong  to  the  membership!  The  future  publications  are  the  hobby's  future. 

• ,  * •  * 

NSCA  is  unique  for  what  it  has  done  for  the  Scrip  hobby.  But,  after  40+  years,  NSCA  remains  widely  'unknown' 
nationwide.  Each  of  us  can  help  the  hobby  &  NSCA  by  recruiting  new  members.  The  history  of  Scrip  should  be 
studied,  shared,  understood  &  remembered.  The  history  of  scrip  is  in  each  of  our  hands  to  be  spread  far  &  wide. 


NSCA  TREASURER'S  REPORT  9/1/13  Since  June  Scrip  Talk 

CORRECTED  AMOUNT  FOR  JUNE'S  REPORT:  The  wrong  dollar  amount  was  used  for  Legal 
Fees'  in  June's  report!  $376.50  should  have  been  $367.50  =  Net  difference  $9  to  the  positive! 

CORRECTED  Beginning  Balance 

INCOME: 

1 .  Club  Dues,  paid  in,  from  New  Members  &  Renewals 

2.  NET  Book  Sales  collected  since  JUNE  issue  of  ST 

3.  Charleston  show  room  table  income— Prepaid 

Total  Income 


EXPENSES: 

1 .  Scrip  Talk  June  issue— printing  &  supplies 

2.  Scrip  Talk  June  issue— mailing 

3.  Partial  advanced  payment  required  for  Charleston  Fall  Show  Room 

4.  Charleston,  WV.  plastic  commemorative  Fall  show  tokens 

5.  Flower  spray  at  Crawford  Blakeman  funeral  (Thank  you  Steve  for  arranging  this!  Crawford 
will  always  be  respected  as  an  important  part  of  what  NSCA  &  Scrip  collecting  is  today!) 

Total  Expenses 


NSCA  ENDING  BANK  BALANCE:  9/1/2013 


Itemized  Totals 


$9,506.95 

$994.01 

$645.00 

$120.00 

$1,759.01 

$238.23 

$112.20 

$170.00 

$142.35 

$79.50 

$742.28 

$10,523.68 


PLEASE  SEE  THE  ADDRESS  LABEL  FOR  YOUR  EXPIRATION  DATE! 


Confusion  Over  the  Dollars  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  Inc. 

Jenkins  (Ky) 

By 

Milton  Ellison 

When  I  first  joined  NSCA  in  1986  with  Ralph  Blankenbecler  as  my  sponsor,  I  did  so  with 
the  intention  of  collecting  scrip  from  local  towns.  Since  I  had  lived  in  Jenkins,  Kentucky, 
for  several  years.  Consolidation  scrip  was  high  on  my  list  of  desired  items. 

I  grew  up  in  Pound,  VA,  eight  miles  from  Jenkins,  Kentucky.  Many  local  residents  from 
the  Pound  area  made  the  daily  trip  to  Jenkins,  where  they  worked  for  the  Consolidation 
Coal  Co.  So  this  company  had  a  large  influence  on  the  economy  of  my  hometown.  When 
Consolidation  sold  out  to  Bethlehem  in  the  mid  1 950s,  it  caused  concern  in  our 
community  over  the  impact  this  might  have  to  local  businesses.  I  would  hear  all  the 
■‘supposed  results”  at  my  dad’s  barber  shop  in  Pound,  Virginia,  where  I  was  the  “shoe- 
shine’  boy.  These  memories  added  to  my  desire  to  obtain  Jenkins  Consolidated  Scrip.  I 
had  encountered  several  pieces  of  this  scrip  in  my  youth,  but,  at  that  time  I  was  more 
interested  in  coin  collecting,  since  I  handled  small  change  in  the  shoe-shine  business. 

So,  here  I  was  in  the  late  80s  poised  to  obtain  a  set  of  Jenkins  scrip  from  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Company:  I  still  have  never  owned  a  set  as  described  in  Edkins  i.  e. 
Ky  1441  A  lc  -  100  !!!  I  have  talked  to  many  collectors  and  no  one  has  seen  the  Ky  1441 
A 100  as  listed  in  brass.  I  have  seen  it  in  nickel.  The  brass  (unlisted)  Jenkins  1.00  in  scrip 
has  a  unique  punch:  see  scans.  This  is  the  most  common  Jenkins  Consol  $1.00  and  should 
be  listed  as  Ky  1441  C  100  probably  R-8  or  R-9  as  a  friend  had  four  of  them  at  one  time. 
This  token  still  commands  an  R-10  price  due  to  desirability.  I  have  seen  “1”  each  of  the 
nickel  Consol  $1.00  from  Jenkins  A  100  and  B  100  (unlisted).  The  Jenkins  Service  100 
was  obtained  from  Walter  Caldwell  in  a  mail  auction.  The  punch  has  been  altered  into  a 
square.  It  should  have  a  “fox  head”  punch  as  the  rest  of  Ky  1441  B  Jenkins  service.  As 
you  can  see  there  are  “3”  different  Jenkins  $s  that  I  have  encountered.  If  (A  100)  in  brass 
exists,  it  would  make  “4”  total!  I  learned  from  a  man  who  had  worked  in  the  offices  of 
Consol  at  Jenkins,  that  in  the  early  50s,  he  and  two  other  employees  had  taken  Ky  Consol 
scrip  to  Kingsport,  Tennessee  to  be  destroyed.  He  stated  it  was  a  pick-truck  load  and  was 
in  the  90  thousand  $  plus  face  value  amount.  He  told  me  that  the  scrap  metal  value  was 
not  enough  to  pay  the  bill  of  having  it  melted. 

I  guess  this  is  why  I  don’t  have  a  set  of  Jenkins  Consol  Scrip.  I  have  seen  only  one  set 
with  a  nickel  100.  The  50c  items  are  even  more  difficult  to  find.  I’ve  owned  only  the 
Dunham  50c  token.  The  “stop  sign”  octagonal  1  c  from  Jenkins  Consol  is  the  most 
common  token  from  there.  I  believe  that  the  “A”  series  was  the  original  scrip  for  Jenkins 
Consol.  The  CDE  &  F  series  items  including  the  brass  “odd  Punch”  100  were  ordered  to 
replace  pieces  of  series  “A”  due  to  loss  and  wear  and  a  greater  need  for  these 
denominations. 

My  “scrip  dream”  has  been  to  own  a  complete  set  of  Eastern  Kentucky  Consol  Dollars 
from  all  the  stores  as  listed  or  unlisted:  a  total  of  at  least  “15”  different!!! 


I’ll  pay  ????  for  this  set  of  100  tokens! 

What’s  your  “Scrip  Dream”  ??  Keep  searching. 


KY  1441  A  100  but  NICKEL 
(NOT  BRASS  as  listed) 


The  BRASS  KY  1441  C  100 
Most  Common  Jenkins  Dollar 

I 


KY  1441  B  100  unlisted  Jenkins  Serv. 
Dollar  in  Nickel  should  have 


Crawford  H  Blakeman  Jr. 

1925-2013 

Our  friend  Crawford  passed  away  on  July6,  at  age  88,  at  his  home  in  Middlesboro, 
Kentucky.  I  last  spoke  with  him  on  the  4th,  and  I  assure  you  that  seeing  that  88th  forth 
of  July  roll  around  was  an  act  of  faith  he  willed  for  himself. 

Crawford,  after  graduating  Valedictorian  at  MHS,  had  rushed  off  to  join  the  Navy, 
where  he  served  as  an  engineer  aboard  a  LST  at  Normandy,  before  returning  home  to 

marry  his  sweetheart,  Gertrude,  and  raise  and  educate  four  bright  children.  He  was  the 
best  of  the  Greatest  Generation. 

Along  the  way,  Crawford  nurtured  his  love  for  classical  music,  which  he  loved 
playing  on  his  grand  piano,  his  knowledge  of  history,  pistols,  stamps  and  coins. 

Becoming  an  adult  in  the  New  Deal,  Crawford  lionized  FDR  and  Truman,  and  when 
his  home  town  needed  him  most,  he  served  her  as  a  councilman,  and  then  her  mayor,  a 
job  he  surrendered  only  upon  the  threat  of  his  cardiologist. 

I  first  knew  Crawford  as  my  dad’s  friend,  the  guy  who  delivered  the  new  Buick,  or 

Olds,  a  man  whom  dad  described  as  a  fair  dealer”!  Dad’s  appraisal  never  proved 
wrong. 

I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  remember  how,  or  when,  Crawford  and  I  began  to  share 
scrip  collecting,  but  I  do  remember  that  when  I  was  fairly  new  to  the  National  Scrip 
Collectors  Association  (  NSCA),  Crawford  walked  into  a  meeting  held  in 
Middlesboro  with  lots  of  “early  Middlesboro”  scrip,  i.e.,  1890s  era  stuff,  no  one  had 
ever  seen(and  yes,  back  in  the  seventies  we  were  still  bringing  our  “best”  to  the 
meetings  and  spreading  it  out  for  everyone  to  appreciate),  and  reciting  the  history  for 
each  set  of  scrip  he  was  displaying.  I  think  that  was  in  1977,  and  I  believe  it  was 
Crawford’s  first  NSCA  meeting.  From  that  time  forward,  he  never  quit  talking  scrip. 

A  many  of  you  reading  this  know,  Crawford’s  collection  mushroomed  quickly  after 
1977,  at  one  time  being  perhaps  second  to  Walter  Caldwell’s  in  size,  quality  and 
breath,  then  later  contracting  back  to  be  only(!)  the  best  Kentucky  collection  ,  and 
finally  the  best  collection  of  Southeast  Kentucky  scrip.  My  collection  from  the  start 
was  confined  to  the  tri-state  area,  where  Crawford’s  “heart”  always  was,  and 
accumulating  a  collection  here  was  a  high  dollar  affair  when  Mr.  Blakeman  was 
setting  the  market.  Crawford  was  always  gracious  in  sharing  his  “left-overs”. 


What  I  think  Crawford  gave  to  the  NSCA  was  INTEGRITY,  and  the  application  of 
intellectual  honesty  to  all  of  his  pursuits.  Whether  teaching  the  Men’s  Class  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday  mornings,  cleaning  up  Middlesboro  as  Mayor,  or 
opining  on  the  rarity  and  value  of  a  “new  find”  brought  to  him  by  a  “one-gallused 
feller”,  Crawford  was  always  firm,  honest,  and  when  appropriate,  outspoken.  Though 
in  recent  yeas  he  often  shared  with  me  or  his  buddy  Roy  Manis  his  amazement  at 
some  of  the  prices  realized  for  his  relatively  common  scrip  on  eBay,  many  a  collector 
who  was  vying  to  compete  with  him  back  in  the  ‘80s  can  recall  his  paying  $75  for  a 
piece  which  we  were  thinking  of  offering  $5  or  $10  for  it.  And  like  a  latter  day  Bill 
Campbell,  he  was  apt  to  also  quote  the  Oreo  production  figure  for  the  piece,  or  the  fact 
that  he  knew  the  operator  who  owned  all  of  that  set  of  scrip  had  put  all  he  could  find 
down  the  commissary’s  well,  thus  justifying  his  appraisal. 

Crawford  Blakeman  served  our  club  as  President  and  he  saw  to  it  that  those  meetings 
included  historical  displays  (with  a  prize  for  the  best),  a  scrip  auction  of  R8- 1  Os 
contributed  by  members  to  raise  support  for  the  NSCA,  prizes  for  the  best  article  printed  in 
Scrip  Talk  for  the  calendar  year,  an  a  first  class,  sit  down  ,  tie  and  jacket  dinner  with 
entertainment  for  the  members  ,  and  special  attention  paid  to  the  classy  ladies  in 
attendance.  When  the  NSCA  was  confronted  with  a  fiscal  challenge,  money  missing,  etc., 
he  was  the  ominous  choice  of  the  Board  to  take  over  as  Treasurer  and  restore  confidence. 
His  first  expenditure  was  the  premium  for  an  indemnity  bond  covering  his  activities.  PURE 
CRAWFORD. 

Thanks  for  your  friendship  Crawford.  And  for  all  that  you  did  for  the  National  Scrip 
Collectors  Association. 


STEVE 


ALMA  EAGLE  COAL  COMPANY 
LOGAN.  WV 


BILLY  W.  CAMPBELL  3-19-13 


As  I  was  looking  at  Alma  Eagle  Coal  Company,  Edkins  catalogue  Logan  1661  I  noticed  a  couple 

ot  thlngs’  a  supposedly  "E"  series  token  minted  in  Zinc  and  the  minting  records  I  have  only 
shows  one  minting. 

Since  Alma  Eagle  was  only  in  business  from  1936  to  1940  according  to  Dodrill,  and  Zinc  was 
not  really  used  until  World  War  II  and  the  minting  records  only  had  the  one  minting.  Records 

indicate  all  pennies  (10.000)  were  to  be  Bronze.  I  believe  the  "E"  series  is  wrong,  even  if  the 
rarity  is  an  R-4  and  should  be  deleted. 

Now;  the  D  series  D 1 0,  D50  and  D 1 00  again  only  one  minting  of  Alma  Eagle  scrip  on  3- 1 3- 

1 9-6  so  you  won't  find  a  Pat.  Pend,  of  this  series.  Why,  because  there  are  F10,  F50,  FI  00  along 

with  the  FI  in  Des.  Pat.  ISC  many,  many  times  minted  Pat.  Pend,  and  Des.  Pat.  in  the  same 

order.  Records  indicate  the  500  (400)  was  to  be  brass.  This  said,  the  D 1 0-50  and  100  should  be 
deleted. 

I  stand  to  be  corrected  if  anyone  can  produce  any  of  the  four  scrip.  Information  was  taken  from 
Dodnll,  the  original  ISC  record  book  and  with  6  letters  from  the  ISC  file  packet. 

The  order  was  placed  by  Ira  B.  Early  on  an  ARACOMA  FUEL  COMPANY  letterhead  using  a 
STANDARD  BITUMINOUS  MINES,  INC.  envelope.  ISC  asked  Mr.  Early  for  information  on 
the  Standard  Bituminous  mines,  Inc.  as  the  scrip  they  ordered  was  marked  Standard  Mercantile 
Co.  who  still  had  not  paid  for  their  order.  I  do  not  have  their  reply. 


EDKINS  VOLUME  I,  4th  EDITION 

The  need  for  a  Forth  Edition  of  the  Edkins  Catalogue,  Volume  I  (Exclusive  of  West 
lrginia),  has  been  talked  about  for  some  time.  Over  four  years  aeo  the  then  dtti 
Club  president  contacted  me  about  starting  to  work  on  one  l  slatted  ’r^rdtel  fiSTP 

and  SUggeSted  rfrity  ratins  changes.  For  over  three  years  I  searched  the  intemer<d3ay  S 

d  any  venue  that  I  could  find  that  would  turn  up  new  finds  The  Huh 

made  aware  of  the  project,  and  the  word  was  spread  through  Scrip  Talk  and  wo^d 
mouth.  A  year  ago,  Mike  Williams  took  over  fee  project  aS  cX"sZers 
agazmes,  com  clubs,  etc.,  and  everyone  we  could  think  of  to  get  the  world  outto  clean 
the  information  possible,  to  make  it  the  best  book  possible.  There  have  been  8 
approximately  1100  new  finds  added,  several  being  new  towns  The  serin  clnh  N 
to  announce  .ta,  the  book  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  book  “ be  pS 

scrip  sL7  j?reseeahle  Probl«ns,  we  hope  the  book  will  be  ready  for  sale  at  the  fell 
P  ow.  There  is  no  way  that  a  dealer  or  collector  can  be  up  on  the  latest  serin 

«new  btk1  H  S  b°°k-  ^  kn°W  eVeiy°ne  "  "  ab°*  iSg  and 
ng  the  new  book.  Hope  eveiyone  can  have  one  in  their  hands  soon. 

Billy  W.  Campbell 


EDKINS  VOL.  II  4th  EDITION 


The  first  edition  was  5  years  in  the  making  and  there  were  no  volumes  I  or  II  when  it  was 
published  in  1977.  Donald  O.  Edkins  noted  there  were  more  than  10,000  pieces  of  scrip 
catalogued  and  if  everyone  had  reported  what  they  claimed  to  have  owned  there  would  have 
been  at  least  another  2,000  pieces.  There  were  approximately  6,200  pieces  of  scrip  recorded  in 
the  West  Virginia  section  alone. 

The  second  edition  was  published  in  1984.  Mr.  Edkins  noted  that  Volume  II  was  West  Virginia 
scrip  and  there  were  more  than  7,400  different  pieces  of  scrip  in  the  catalogue.  Volume  I 
contained  all  the  other  states. 

The  third  edition  was  published  in  2002.  The  catalogue  committee  did  not  update  the  number  of 
scrip  in  the  catalogue. 

The  fourth  edition  will  be  published  in  2013.  Billy  W.  Campbell  has  spent  over  two  years  and 
uncountable  hours  updating  the  tremendous  work  that  Mr.  Edkins  put  before  all  scrip  collectors. 
Information,  suggestions,  directions  and  guidance  from  my  peers  has  been  incorporated  into  this 
work.  Even  as  we  go  to  print  new  finds  are  still  being  reported.  The  West  Virginia  scrip  collector 
will  find  that  there  are  over  8,650  different  scrip  in  this  edition.  Every  West  Virginia  scrip 
collector  will  have  to  have  this  edition  as  there  are  so  many  additions,  deletions  and  changes  that 
will  impact  their  collections  for  years  to  come. 

What  is  the  Volume  II  fourth  edition  like?  Before  you  open  the  catalogue  you'll  notice  it  has  the 
same  red  covering  but  it  will  be  8x1  IV2  in  size.  Upon  opening,  any  new  wording  you'll  be  able  to 
know  immediately  as  it  will  be  in  bold  print.  All  new  scrip  will  also  be  in  bold  print.  There  are 
changes  on  almost  every  page  in  the  fourth  edition  catalogue,  and  you  will  immediately  know 
what  they  are,  I  hope  you  will  find  it  very  informative.  I  have  the  original  ISC  minting  journal 
and  several  hundred  pages  of  ICS,  ORCO  and  ISC  correspondence,  so  upon  taking  a  suggestion 
from  a  friend,  I  have  included  [to  the  best  of  my  ability]  the  mintage  of  many  series. 

If  you  are  a  serious  West  Virginia  scrip  collector  this  will  be  one  of  those  books  you  can't  put 
down  until  you  have  gone  through  it  at  least  one  time.  Members  attending  the  Nov  2nd  show  in 
Charleston,  WV  will  get  a  discount  on  the  new  catalogues  if  bought  at  the  show. 

BILLY  W.  CAMPBELL 


PLEASE  ATTEND  THE  SCRIP  SHOW  AT  CHARLESTON.  WVA  ON  NOVEMBER  2.  2013. 


RECENT  eBAY  SCRIP  SALES 


Recent  sales  I  picked  from  eBay 

Banner  Fuel,  Cranes  Nest,  Va.,  691,  A10 - $520.00 

Detroit  Mining,  Gorden,  WVA,  1153,  B50 - $146.50 

Yukon  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.,  Yukon,  WVA,  3123,  C5a - $1 12.50 

Copen  Gas  Coal  Mines,  Bower,  WVA,  353,  Al,  A10,  A25,  A50,  A100, - $177.83 

Sabine  Colliers,  Otsego,  WVA,  2145,  B100, - $154.45 

The  East  Kentucky  Supply  Co.,  Quicksand,  Ky.,  2325,  A10 - $302.99 

Monongah  Store  Co.,  Monongah,  WVA,  1943,  B25 - $307.51 

Monongah  Store  Co.,  Monongah,  WVA,  1943,  B50 - $307.51 
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COAL  SEAM  FIRES 
By  Bill  Fugera 

A  coal  seam  or  mine  fire  is  the  underground  smoldering  of  a  coal  deposit,  often  in  a  coal 
mine.  Such  fires  have  economic,  social,  and  ecological  impacts.  They  are  often  started  by 
lighting,  grass,  or  forest  fires,  and  are  a  problem  because  they  continue  to  smolder 
underground  after  surface  fires  have  been  extinguished,  sometimes  for  many  years, 
before  flaring  up  and  restarting  forest  and  brush  fires  nearby.  These  fires  move  in  a 
creeping  fashion  along  mine  shafts  and  cracks  in  land  surfaces. 

Coal  fires  are  a  serious  health  and  safety  problem  as  well  as  affecting  the  environment  by 
releasing  toxic  fumes,  reigniting  grass,  brush,  or  forest  fires,  and  causing  subsidence  of 
surface  infrastructure  such  as  roads,  pipelines,  electric  lines,  bridge  supports,  buildings 
and  homes.  Coal  fires  can  continue  to  bum  for  decades  or  even  centuries  until  either  the 
fuel  source  is  exhausted,  a  permanent  ground  water  table  is  encountered,  the  dept  of  the 
bum  becomes  greater  than  the  ground’s  capacity  to  subside  and  vent,  or  humans 
intervene.  Because  they  bum  underground  coal  seam  fires  are  extremely  difficult  and 
costly  to  extinguish,  and  are  unlikely  to  be  suppressed  by  rainfall. 

Across  the  world  thousands  of  underground  coal  fires  are  burning  at  any  given  moment. 
The  problem  is  most  serious  in  industrializing  coal  rich  nations  such  as  China.  Global 
coal  fire  emissions  are  estimated  to  include  40  tons  of  mercury  going  into  the  atmosphere 
annually,  and  three  percent  of  the  world’s  annual  C02  emissions. 

In  the  US  a  major  coal  mine  fire  continues  to  bum  in  Centralia,  Pennsylvania.  Fifty  one 
years  ago  a  fire  at  the  town  dump  ignited  an  exposed  coal  seam  and  still  bums  today. 
Centralia  was  already  a  coal  town  in  decline  when  the  fire  department  set  the  town’s 
landfill  ablaze  on  May  27,  1962,  in  an  ill  fated  attempt  to  tidy  up  for  Memorial  Day.  The 
fire  wound  up  igniting  the  coal  outcropping  and,  over  the  years,  spread  to  the  vast 
network  of  mines  beneath  homes  and  businesses,  threatening  residents  with  poisonous 
gases  and  dangerous  sinkholes. 

After  a  battle  over  the  future  of  the  town,  the  side  that  wanted  to  evacuate  won  out.  By 
the  end  of  the 1980’ s  more  than  1,000  people  had  moved  and  500  structures  were 
demolished  under  a  $42  million  federal  relocation  program.  Some  of  the  holdouts  refused 
to  leave,  even  after  their  houses  were  seized  through  eminent  domain  in  the  early  1990’s. 
They  said  the  fire  posed  little  danger  to  their  part  of  town,  accused  the  government  and 
mining  companies  of  a  plot  to  grab  the  rights  to  billions  of  dollars  worth  of  anthracite 
coal,  and  vowed  to  stay  put.  After  several  years  of  letting  the  people  stay,  state  officials 
decided  to  take  procession  of  the  homes.  The  state  said  it’s  in  negotiation  with  one  of  the 
five  remaining  homeowners:  the  others  are  continuing  to  resist,  pleading  their  case  in 
federal  court.  Currently  the  temperatures  in  monitoring  boreholes  are  down,  possibly 
indicating  the  fire  has  followed  the  coal  seam  deeper  underground.  The  blaze  still  poses  a 
threat  because  it  has  the  potential  to  open  up  new  paths  for  deadly  gases  into  the  confined 
space  of  a  residential  living  area. 


Boone  County  Coal  Corp.,  No.  4  Billy  Campbell 
Androssean,  W.  VA.  Logan  County 

Boone  County  Coal  Corp.,  had  many  mines.  The  “Edkins  Catalogue”  has  tokens  listed 
for  Boone  County  Corp.  as  BC,  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  6,  no.  10  and  No.  1 1,  but,  not  a  No.  4 
mine. 

In  talking  to  Mr.  Thomas  Perry  he  stated;  Boone  County  Coal  Corp.  mine  No.  4  was  at 
Androssan,  WV  Logan  County,  which  was  just  up  a  hollow  from  Sharpies  and  just 
beyond  Montclo.  Mr.  Perry’s  sister  taught  school  there  in  the  1930’s. 

Gordon  Dodrill  in  his  “20,000  Coal  Company  Stores”  book  states  on  page  25,  #1053 
Boone  County  Coal  Corp.,  indeed  had  an  operation  at  Androssan,  WV.  Dodrill  does  not 
show  a  token  known.  Proctor  &  Woodrum,  who  had  stores  at  other  Boone  County  Coal 
Corp.  locations,  had  a  store  at  Androssan.  Gordon  Dodrill,  further  states  the  mine 
operated  from  1916  to  1932  with  145  employees.  I  believe  this  employee  number  was  for 
both  mine  No.  4  and  mine  No.  5. 

The  1920  West  Virginia  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Mines  show  Boone 
County  Corp.  had  two  mines  at  Androssan,  WV,  mine  No.  4  and  mine  No.  5.  Mine  No.  4 
had  55  employees  that  year. 

The  website  of  West  Virginia  office  of  miners  Health  Safety  and  Training  shows  Boone 
County  No.  4  was  in  production  from  1918  to  1921. 

In  the  next  Edkins  Catalogue  revision  Androssan,  WV.,  Logan  County,  should  be 
included.  I  have  assigned  a  town  #  87,  Boone  County  Coal  Corp.  No.  4. 1  have  the 
following  tokens  Al,  A5  and  A 10.  Mr.  Perry  has  the  A25  and  A50.  The  tokens  have  a 
“BC”  cutout  and  are  made  by  ICS. 


Fall  Show 

Another  reminder  to  ask  you  to  attend  the  fall  show —  As  noted,  this  is  a  new  concept. 
Date  has  been  changed  from  the  typical  October  meeting  to  November  2,  2013  at  the 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  Civic  Center.  We  will  be  in  the  next  room  over  from  a  coin 
show.  Hopefully  there  will  be  overflow  from  the  coin  show  to  our  room.  I  myself  attend 
coin  shows  when  possible  to  search  for  scrip.  I  have  found  some  nice  scrip.  Some  of  the 
attendees  to  this  coin  show  will  be  looking  for  scrip.  Those  who  have  attended  recent  fall 
shows  are  aware  that  attendance  could  be  better.  Participating  in  the  show  as  a  buyer, 
seller,  or  socially  is  good  for  the  club.  If  you  can  attend,  please  bring  a  friend  and/or  a 
relative.  Consider  bringing  a  young  person  to  introduce  them  to  the  hobby. 


